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SPONSO425) iNAME MID AO SSSSS 1

.selcseAss.,Alsegessites, PQ4 Elisabeth Street. New York 12.1I.Y. USA
DETAILS.

1.	 SOODiA, Johannes was born 14 January 1897 at KUdina, Estonia.
•

This information as verified by a statue certificate (photostat)
issued 16 February 1956 at Trieste and confirmed by the Questa=
(police) of Trieste Investigative Report, submitted to 3:GP/Trieste.

2.	 Above documents,indicatelat Applicant is the s n oftarl
)( 300DIA and AnlenalSOODLA nee . IMOD. Sos o 6..
3.	 Applicant's visa file contains a status certif	 (photostat).
Said document certifies that Applicant married 	 fleiaberg (Appli-
cant's second marriage) on 1 Novetber 1939 at Paris, France (Estonian
Embassy).	 They had two children, both are deceased.

4.	 In personal interview, Applicant states that be has been an
Estonian citizen since birth.

This information was verified by Queetura Investigative Report and
documents in Applicant's Visa file.

5.	 In personal interview and in documents submitted, Applicant stated
that he has no close relatives presently residing in Estonia or in any
other Cost'vist-dominated country.

6..	 Applicant's statements, documents submitted, and Questura Invest-
igative Report indicate that he has resided as follows:

Parch 1952 to date:	 Trieste, Italy (Via d'Anunsio Uo. 37)
1951 to 1952:	 Bedburg-awa, Eleve, Germany
1949 to 1951:	 Osnabruck, Germany
1948 to 1949:	 Bedhurg-Gaa, Rleve, Germany
1944 to 1948:	 Gooier Harz, Germany
1897 to 1944:	 Kudins, Estonia (including Nilitary

, service from 1918 to 1940).

7.	 In personal interview, Applicant appeared to be in good physical
and mental health. 	 No adverse information concerning Applicant's
physical or mental health was uncovered by Questura Investigative
Report or in documents submitted by Applicant.

8.	 In personal interview, Applicant stated that he has been in the
Bstonlan Army from 1916 to 1945 attaining the rank of Uajor General.

This information was substantiated by the Questura of Trieste
Investigative Zeport.

nowever, see Section #9 (Political) for further details.

9.	 In personal interview, Applicant stated that an a professional
soldier he had always voted for anti-Communist parties in Estonia,
favoring the priniciples of the Agrarian Party which he described as
anti-Communistic and democratic.	 .
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Para. #9 continued -

With the retreSt of the German forces in the face of the Russian
advance, Applicant escaped from Estonia eventually arriving at
Berlin at which place he remained until November 1948.

During the post-war period, Applicant states that he was pre-
occupied with the freeing of Estonian Prisoners of War's and was
generally active as an advisor to Estonian committees, and as a
liaison official working with the Allied occupational forces.

Applicant stated that from :Ibvember 1948 to September 1949, he
was occupied with the forming of a vocational school for Baltic
Refugees in Bedburg, Germany.

Applicant stated that he bad engaged in no further political
activity..

Questura of Trieste Investigative Report oonfirmed Applicant's
statement of sympathy for the Agrarian Party of Estonia, which that
Agency described as anti-Conmunistio, and further reported that
from information available to that Agency, Applicant is considered
to been person of anti-Communist ideology," With no further record
of political activity.

A field investigation was conducted by the American Consulate
General, Stuttgart, the results of which were transmitted to this
.office. This investigative report includes an extract from the
Central Registry, Headquarters 66th CIO, A20 154, U.S. Army, which
revealed the following information concerning Applicant.

On 21 november 1955, the files of the Central Registry,
Headquarters 66th CIC Group, APO 154, DB Army, were checked
and revealed the following information concerning SUBJECT:

.-SOODLA, Johannes, 14 January 1897,.kUDINA, Estonia:

SUBJECT an Oberfuehrer (Brigadier General) in the
Eetonial Grenadier Regiment in May 1943, was pro-
moted to Brigadefeehrer (Major General) in November
1944. SUBJECT given the responsibility of calling
up thousands of Estonians to form the "Estonian	 •
Legion 58" brigede. (C-3) He became definitely
convinced that the NAZI regime would win and exerted
every effort toward this cause. (Unevaluated) SUB-
JECT is described as assistant to B.F. MOLLER;
inspector of Estonian Volunteer Troops; his duties
were raising and organization new units, training,
draft of new personnel. (0-4) SUBJECT :wad of in-
terest to the British In 1945. and it was reported'
in December 1945 that he had been arrested by them.
(U-2) No other information is given. •

However, all other agency chocks conducted in that Inveetigation
reveale44chtatareedillansofpandemeaeFtturramtentePtetrilcifiniag Applicant.

UNITZEI STATES WtTHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE •LAWS
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Pers. j14 continued.-

Inves1igation further indicates that Applicant is considered to be
a perm= of good ohmmeter, history end reputation.

A • Pield Investigationses conducted by the American Console*
General, Stuttgart, the resales of which are linamded in the body
of this report.' Report of this inveetigatbmives transmitted to
this define in ana IRP-S, received 26 March 1956.,

IRP6-9, Paris, received 14 December 1955, revealed no derogatorY
information.	 .

. No 'further field'actirityles conducted in the emery. of this
...':Investigaticra.	 .	 •

15. soaau, Johannes was interviewed at the rap =ice, Amartnma
Consulate, Trieste,on 21 September 1955. Thronghout the interview
Applicant responded tmreservedl,y to all questirms potted and
to be sincere in his replies.	 He gave no indication that he was
withholding pertinent information. 	 -	 ..

In personal interview, Applicant stated., that he earmscrt return to
hie former home in Eudim, Estonia for fear of muttering political
persecution due to his aversion to the Comealaist regime, and bemoaned
of his known anti-Commanist activity..	 ..	 .•	 .•
Applicant stated that he entered Trieste in 1953 and hail remained
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